
PERSONAL FINANCE SYLLABUS

TEACHER: Joseph Niblock
EMAIL: jniblock@spx.org
CLASSROOM: 256

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The semester-long personal finance course covers all of the essential personal finance topics
necessary to become a financially capable student. Topics include banking, credit, budgeting,
investing, career planning, and more.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this course, students will have a thorough understanding of personal finance topics
and be prepared to handle the financial responsibilities that exist after graduation.

UNIT 1: Behavioral Economics Learn how cognitive biases and other outside
influences can affect your decisions

UNIT 2: Banking Learn the essentials bank accounts, why we
save, and how to save

UNIT 3: Investing Learn about the stock market along with
investment strategies & retirement

UNIT 4: Types of Credit Learn about credit, credit cards, and loans

UNIT 5: Managing Credit Learn how to manage your credit, credit score
and debts

UNIT 6: Paying for College Learn about scholarships, grants, student
loans and repaying after college

UNIT 7: Insurance Learn about what insurance is and take a
deeper dive into different types of insurance

UNIT 8: Taxes Learn about the US tax system and filing a tax
return

UNIT 9: Budgeting Learn how to build budgets for all of the
different parts of your life

UNIT 10: Consumer Skills Learn how to be a savvy consumer, avoid
scams & fraud, and avoid identity theft



ASSESSMENTS
Students will be assessed using daily Nearpod reports and end of unit tests. There will be an end
of course cumulative final exam.

GRADING
Grades will be based on the St. Pius X High School grading scale.

CLASSROOM POLICIES
Late Work
Unexcused late submissions will be penalized 25%. Excused absences should be communicated
promptly to the teacher. Missed work should be made up at a reasonable pace depending on
circumstances. All assignments are posted on Google Classroom.

Classroom Expectations
Use of cellphones is prohibited without explicit permission. No food or drink except water is
allowed in the classroom. Chromebooks are only to be used for schoolwork. The teacher’s desk
and chairs are off limits to students. All expectations outlined in the student handbook.


